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OF WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN FIRING RANGES 
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REF: USNATO 6601 

1. WITH LIMITED INEORMATION WE HAVE IN THIS MATTER 
(WHICH WE AGREE IS INDEED COMPLEX) WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO 
SOLICIT VIEWS OE COMPETENT ITALIAN MILITARY AUTHORITIES. 

2. AETER SEVERAL NON-STARTERS WE WERE DIRECTED TO 

LT. GEN. PIO SALVIOLI MARIANI, PRESIDENT OF THE CONSIGLIO 
TECHNICO-SCIENTIEICO DE LA DIEESA (DEFENSE TECHNICAL- 
SCIENTIEIC COUNCIL), WHO HAD BEEN SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATED 
BY THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF TO RESPOND TO OUR 
INQUIRY. IT TURNED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT GENERAL SALVAIOLI 
HAD NOT READ THE LETTER FROM THE US MEMBER OF THE NHPLO 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS (TRANSMITTED REFTEL; HIS AIDE WHO HAD 
READ IT FOUND IT CONFUSING. WE WERE INFORMED THAT TO THE 
BEST OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED ON THE 
QUESTION OF HAWK ACCEPTANCE FIRINGS. AS TO THE QUESTION OF 
WIDER USE OF SALTO DI QUIRRA; THAT WAS OPEN, AS SEVERAL OF 
THE ALLIES INCLUDING THE US WERE ALREADY USING THE RANGE. 

SALVIOLI ASSERTED HOWEVER THAT IT WOULD LIKELY BE POSSIBLE 
TO ACCOMMODATE HEAVIER USE OF THE RANGE, BUT THE MOD WOULD 
NEED A MORE SPECIFIC AND DETAILED REQUEST BEFORE IT COULD 
RESPOND. HE DESCRIBED THE RANGE AS MODERN AND ADEQUATE IN 
ALL RESPECTS BUT TWO: THE LACK OF SUPERSONIC TARGETS AND 
THE LACK OF A DOUBLE GUIDANCE SYSTEM. IN ANY EVENT, HE INSISTED, HE 
COULD NOT REALLY SPECULATE ON GREATER USE OF THE RANGE WITHOUT 
A MORE DETAILED PROPOSAL OUTLINING OUR SPECIFIC NEEDS. HE 
SUGGESTED TOO, THAT WE SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT IN TERMS OF 
USE FOR AIR-TO-AIR TARGET EXERCIES, WE WOULD HAVE TO 
COME TO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE ITALIAN AIR FORCE ON THE 
USE OF THE NEAREST ADEQUATE AIR FILED AT CAGLIARI. 

3. AFTER BEING BRIEFED ON THE CONTENT OF THE LETTER, 

SALVIOLI EXPRESSED SOME CONFUSION OVER THE USE OF THE WORD 
''COOPERATION." IT SUGGESTED, IN HIS VIEW, IGNORANCE 

OF THE RATHER BROAD LEVEL OF COOPERATION ALREADY UNDER 
WAY AT SALTO DI QUIRRA WHICH IS ALREADY IN USE BY THE FRG, 
DENMARK, NORWAY AND OF COURSE THE US, INCLUDING THE SIXTH 
FLEET. HE WAS NOT CLEAR, NOR WERE WE ABLE TO ENLIGHTEN 
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HIM FROM OUR LIMITED INFORMATION, AS TO THE FULL EXTENT OF 
ADDED COOPERATION WE HAD IN MIND. INDEED HE ASKED, WERE 
WE SUGGESTING THE CONVERSION OF SALTO DI QUIRRA TO A NATO 
INSTALLATION? HE WOULD NOT DISMISS THAT NOTION OUT OF HAND 
BUT SAID THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL THAT HAD TO BE DONE TO 
ACHIEVE THAT. 

4. COMMENT: IF INDEED AS GENERAL SALVIOLI ASSERTED, THE 
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QUESTION OF THE USE OF SALTO DI QUIRRA IN HWAK ACCEPTANCE FIRINGS 
HAS BEEN RESOLVED, THERE IS LITTLE THIS MISSION CAN, LACKING 
MORE DETAILED INFORMATION ON OUR DESIDERATA, CONTRIBUTE TO 
THIS EXCHANGE. FROM THIS EXPERIENCE, HOWEVER, IT DOES SEEM 
APPARENT THAT IN COMPLEX TECHNICAL ISSUES OF THIS TYPE WHICH 
INVOLVE ITALY, A MORE PRODUCTIVE DIALOGUE CAN BE CARRIED OUT 
WITH THEIR REPRESENTATION OF EXPERTS AT BRUSSELS.VOLPE 
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